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Overview

1. What is the “Tool Belt Recession,” and why does it affect 
sheet metal workers?

2. Construction Jobs in the Tool Belt Recession

3. Manufacturing Jobs in the Tool Belt Recession

4. Protecting U.S. Competitiveness: The Investment Agenda

5. Jumpstarting Demand: HOMESTAR and Manufacturing 
Incentives
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Construction Jobs in the 
Tool Belt Recession
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Construction Job Losses by State
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Protecting U.S. Competitiveness

Unfortunately, the U.S. is 
falling behind the rest of 
the world because our 
federal government has 
not seized the vast 
economic opportunity 
presented by energy 
efficiency and clean 
energy the way other 
countries have.

Source: CERNA, Mines ParisTech.
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Source: Center for American Progress, REN21, International Monetary Fund.
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A Way Forward: 
The Clean Energy Investment Agenda

1. Expand markets and drive demand

2. Provide secure financing for research, 
development, production, and deployment

3. Revitalize and reinvest in our physical and 
economic infrastructure
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The vast majority of 
manufactured 
products and used in 
residential retrofits 
are produced 
domestically

Jumpstarting Demand 
for Retrofitting and Manufacturing
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• Incentives for residential home retrofits

• $1500 rebate for simple retrofits; from $3000 
- $8000 for whole-home retrofits

• Certified contractors/Verified work

• Potential legislative vehicle:  jobs bill

HOMESTAR
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• 48C Tax Credit

• Sen. Sherrod Brown’s IMPACT Act

• Invest in Industrial Efficiency 

• Potential legislative vehicle:  jobs bill, 
climate/energy bill

MANUFACTURING INCENTIVES


